Expression of trefoil peptides in the subtypes of intestinal metaplasia.
We studied the expression of trefoil peptides in the different types of intestinal metaplasia of the stomach. Endoscopic biopsy was performed in 132 patients with dyspepsia. Intestinal metaplasia subtype was classified according to the pattern of alcian blue/PAS staining and high iron diamine staining. Expression of trefoil peptides was measured by immunohistochemistry. TFF1 and TFF3 were mainly expressed in goblet cells and TFF2 in columnar cells in all the types of intestinal metaplasia. There was a gradual decrease of TFF1 and TFF3, and increase of TFF2, during the progression of intestinal metaplasia from type I to type III via the type II intermediate.